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PCHTF Overview

• What do we do?
• Funding
• Research and Planning
• Advocacy and Policy



Undesign the Redline Project



What is Redlining?

• New Deal Era and the creation of the social safety 
net and wealth building programs 

• Congress wanted to “bake in” to these programs 
systemic ways to cut out people of color from 
benefitting. 

• Redlining is how Jim Crow was brought into the 
structures of Home Ownership

• Starting in the 1930s, 239 Cities in the US had 
Redlining Maps created

• Invention of the 30 year mortgage 
• The federal government was insuring home loans, 

and were essentially creating the American 
Dream of home ownership (but only for white 
families)



Reading the Maps

• A- Green (BEST)- lowest risk

• B- Blue (GOOD)- low risk

• C- Yellow (DECLINING)- high risk

• D- Red (HAZARDOUS)- highest risk
• Hazardous populations included 

Italians, Irish, Jews, Eastern 
European Immigrants, Hispanic  
and Asian Populations, and African 
Americans

• Risk Assessment Maps

• Done by real estate speculators 
and lenders in local areas
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General Impact of Des Moines

• Racially Restrictive Covenants/Deeds
• Segregated Neighborhoods



City of Des Moines Commission on Human 
Rights:1961



What is the 
Legacy?

• Areas of concentration
• Location of low property 

values and conditions
• Large inequalities 

throughout our community
• How our cities continue to 

develop- where is 
revitalization happening? 

• Black residents in Des 
Moines are the 
demographic group most 
likely to live in poverty.

HUD Affirmatively Furthering Fair housing Data and Mapping Tool 
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What is the 
Legacy?

• Gentrification 
occurring in once 
Redlined 
Neighborhoods

• Development of 
Affordability



So what does this have to do with food 
insecurity and access?



Relationship between Redlining and Food 
Insecurity 

• Formerly redlined neighborhoods still have a 
concentration of our low income and minority 
populations.

• Predominantly low income, black 
neighborhoods face the most limited access to 
quality food

• Due to disinvestment, high quality food 
options in supermarkets are less likely to be 
available in these neighborhoods. Low 
conditions and disinvestment lead to stores 
not wanting to build or locate in those 
neighborhoods.

• This is when we get food deserts. 



Relationship between Redlining and Food 
Insecurity 

“Living patterns are correlated with access to 
educational opportunities, employment 
opportunities, and, ultimately, to the health of 
those living within a community. One factor 
influencing the health of individuals is access to 
affordable nutritious foods. Studies comparing 
specific neighborhoods have found that low-
income neighborhoods and minority 
neighborhoods are less likely to have access to 
large supermarkets. Federal and state policies 
have influenced the evolution of supermarkets 
and their relative scarcity in low income and 
minority communities just as they have 
influenced segregated living patterns.”



Supermarket Redlining

• Since the 1960s, supermarkets began being 
developed in the newly established 
suburbs.

• Grocery stores and retailers fled to the 
suburbs. “Upon relocation to the suburbs, 
supermarkets shifted” from specialty 
stories such as “meat markets, bakeries, 
produce shops, to a model which 
integrated various products”

• City supermarkets and specialty stores 
found it hard to compete with the 
suburban stores due to land requirements 
and strict city zoning laws. 

• This all leads to problems- lack of 
investment into new stores, relocation of 
stores, difficulty of access and availability 
to healthy food choices



The Lasting Impact of These Issues

• Smaller convenience stores and grocery stores become 
necessary in low income, urban neighborhoods. But 
there is a price paid by the consumers living there. 
• Higher Health issues such as obesity, high blood 

pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes and more
• The cost of healthy food compared to less healthy 

foods.
• Ignoring past influences constraining the choices of 

minorities redirects attention from social constraints 
imposed by institutions on minorities to minorities’ 
personal choices. 



Redline Map vs Location of DMARC Pantries 



Our Work to Address Issues of Inequality



Phase 2 of Undesign the Redline Project

• Education is KEY!
• Community Engagement
• Actionable strategies to address 

inequities
• Investment into communities
• Policy actions



Questions?



Sources

• https://digitalcommons.nyls.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=100
2&context=racial_justice_project
• https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4810442/#:~:te

xt=%E2%80%9CSupermarket%20redlining%E2%80%9D%20is%20a%20te
rm,to%20suburbs%20(Eisenhauer%202001). 
• https://www.npr.org/2020/09/27/912486921/food-insecurity-in-

the-u-s-by-the-numbers
• Undesign the redline project
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